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NEWS RELEASE

AWACS support to NATO maritime counter-terrorism operation

12 November 2010
MONS, Belgium — NATO E-3A Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS) aircraft from the NATO Air Base in Geilenkirchen, Germany, are going to support Operation ACTIVE ENDEAVOUR (OAE), NATO’s maritime counter-terrorism operation in the Mediterranean, throughout the upcoming weeks. 
The Boeing 707, with its advanced surveillance systems, is an excellent platform to produce and contribute to the overall understanding of ship movements in the area – what NATO terms the Recognized Maritime Picture (RMP). 
This, coupled with its command, control and communications capabilities ensures commanders’ receive accurate information using automatic digital data link systems. With the recent addition of the Automatic Identification System (AIS), the aircraft can now enhance the RMP by correlating its surface picture with that of the transmitted maritime ship identification codes. Further, this improvement enhances NATO capabilities to support maritime interdiction operations in anti-piracy and counter-terrorism activities.
OAE, a network based operation which includes NATO and non-NATO force assets, demonstrates the Alliance’s resolve to help defend and protect against the broad terrorist threat using both maritime and supporting air capabilities within the Mediterranean area of operations. 
OAE was launched in 2001 following the terrorist attacks against the United States. It has since evolved into a comprehensive counter-terrorism operation that is based on the collection and analysis of information of the maritime traffic and on the surveillance conducted by NATO naval and air units.  

Surveillance by military assets is concentrated into specific areas of the Mediterranean with ‘surge’ operations during which larger scale sweeps are conducted to establish presence and monitor maritime activity, with the option of conducting at-sea inspections.

-END TEXT-
More details about E3AComponent, NATO AWACS are available at:

http://www.e3a.nato.int/default.htm & http://www.e3a.nato.int/html/media.htm
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